97.  SUMMARY OF LETTER TO SHANKARLAL BANKER

[Before February 2, 1919]

Under the joint auspices of the Bombay branches of the Home Rule Lea-
gue, a public meeting was held on February 2, 1919, at Shantaram's Chawl,
Bombay, to protest against the introduction of the Criminal Law Amendment
Bill and the Criminal Law Emergency Powers Bill, Pt. Madan Mohan Mala-
viya presiding. A letter from Gandhiji addressed to Mr. Shankarlal Banker,
Secretary of the Home Rule League, was read out to the meeting by Mr. Jamna-
das Dwarkadas.

In the course of his letter, he felt that the Rowlatt Committee1 Report
afforded not the slightest warrant for the proposed Bills, and that it was their
duty to educate public opinion to oppose the Bills with patience and firm
determination. If the Rowlatt Bills were passed into law, the Reforms, whatever
their value, would be absolutely worthless. It was absurd to find on one side
the enlargement of the powers of the public and, on the other, to put unbear-
able restraints on their powers. If he were not ill, he would surely have done
his share in the agitation against the Bills.
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98.   LETTER TO DEVDAS GANDHI
[BOMBAY,]
February 2, 1919
CHI. DEVDAS,
I expected a letter from you today, but did not get any. I
have felt no little sorrow in parting from you, but I saw that your
interest and your duty required that you should go. And there-
fore I hardened myself against the pain [of separation], born of my
attachment, and urged you to leave at any cost. When your
task in Madras is over, I shall satisfy your desire for studies. But
believe me, the experience you have gained, very few must have.
1 Appointed by the Government of India in 1917 with Justice Rowlatt
of the Supreme Court of Judicature in England as president, to investigate
and report on the sedition movement in India. Its recommendations were pub-
lished in 1918 soon after the publication of the Montford Reforms, and favoured
the enactment of special measures after the Defence of India Act had ceased
to operate.